
The BIGGER 
Picture..! 



Hi everyone and welcome to this yearôs NAYBR newsletter. 

Itôs been a really busy year so far and in this edition we would like to tell you about the 
collaborative team efforts that go into running the rescue. Like most things, itôs all about 
teamwork; hence the theme of ñthe bigger pictureò. We are proud to work alongside some 
amazing people and organisations and we want them to be proud of working with us; 
making a difference together. We should never stop trying to learn more and each day 
brings new challenges and opportunities. This experience should be shared in order that 
we can all help to make that difference together. We pride ourselves in the standard of 
people and organisations who we work with; these dogs are our world and we need to 
ensure they receive the very best care and are given every chance in life. We have some 
more dog stories for you and the happy endings are all down to the team wanting to ex-
pand their knowledge and training whilst continually searching for ways to help the dogs 
in our care.  

We would like to pass on our thanks to Sue Edwards for her time as a Trustee but Iôm 
sure you will still see her at our events..x The team are very proud to welcome Mark Fen-
ton as Volunteers Coordinator and his passion and enthusiasm is proving really infec-
tious. He is always on the lookout for new volunteers so please listen out for his war 
cries..! 

It is with great pride that I collate these articles as it always make me realise how lucky I 
am to be part of a ñbigger pictureò that is changing the lives of Boxers in the UK. 

As always we are constantly looking for help and support so we would love to hear from 
you if you would like to get involved. 

Very Best regards, 

Matthew McDonnell Chair, Notts and Yorkshire Boxer Rescue 

Bruno arrived with NAYBR over a year ago with Kaos.  Both dogs were 

being kept in squalid conditions in a barn.  Kaos was a boxer and Bruno, 

a boxer-cross.  Kaos was fostered quite quickly, leaving poor Bruno be-

hind in the kennels.  It can be dif-

ficult, as a breed specific rescue, 

to rehome anything other than a 

boxer as generally, people come 

to us because they want a boxer.  

However, Bruno was an old man, 

equally deserving of our help and 

eventually, an appeal in the Not-

tingham Evening Post brought 

forward Steve.  Steve had never 

had a dog before but was being 

encouraged by his friend Jackie, 

who had a staffie herself.  Steve fostered Bruno initially but al-

ways said he was committed to looking after him and was happy 

to take on the financial responsibility.  Steve signed the adoption 

papers earlier this year making Bruno a very happy boy. 



If you have adopted from us then you 

may have visited one of the kennels we 

use. As a rescue we believe in providing 

the very best of care for dogs while 

they are with us and thatõs why the ken-

nels we work in partnership with have an 

unrivalled reputation for excellence.  

The award winning C 4 Paws kennels at 

Chesterfield even took part in a docu-

mentary earlier this year and was 

pleased to welcome Catherine Tate 

through its doors to do a documentary 

on saving the British bulldog.  

 

 

Upton Lodge Farm Boarding kennels in Nottinghamshire has 

boarded our rescue dogs for some years and owner Sarah Quick 

has been a great supporter of our rescue.  

Both kennels were chosen for their outstanding care and the res-

cue operates a system of kennel enrichment ensuring every dog 

gets regular exercise, stimulation with toys and play, interaction 

with staff and high quality food..............cuddles come as standard!  

We are so very proud to use such high quality kennels ensuring 

that each and every dog gets the best. We wouldnõt have it any 

other way!  

https://www.cfourpaws.co.uk/  

http://www.uptonboardingkennels.co.uk/  
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Lisa, Vice Chairé 

My earliest memories are of our family pet Candy a yellow Labrador bitch. 
She came into my life when I was aged 6/7 and she was a pup. After years of asking for a pet she soon became 
the focal point of our family. She was the most gentle , loving , protective dog you could ask for. 
After asking my dad why he chose a Labrador and not a boxer... this was his reply. I needed a helping hand on 
the land, a gundog to retrieve and beat. A lab fitted the bill. 
As many people know in rescue I grew up in a rural area, with farming life at the top 
of all priorities. We trained her to retrieve and carry an egg, so as not to harm what 
she carried. She lived until 13 years old and had diabetes throughout much of her 
adult life. 
Rescue was not an everyday thought but as I grew into my early teens I started to 
explore rescues and knew this was something I wanted to pursue. I started by fund-
raising for local charities. Dogs are fabulous companions but when you rescue they 
are your life.... the bond becomes much more intense , the love and respect is price-
less. 
I now have 2 boxers Harry and Camden, a black Labrador Dexter and a English 
springer spaniel called Sam. 

Tracy, General Manageré 

I can't remember not having a dog really. I think I've been owned by one all my life but I suppose my first serious 
relationship would have been with a dog called William. I am one of 7 children and William became child number 
8. He would play on the street with all the other kids who lived near and if none of us were available then other 
kids would knock at the door and ask if William was playing. He had the biggest heart, was very clever and pro-
tected me on one occasion when a big girl was bullying me. He was only 7 when he went to the bridge and broke 
my heart. I've never been without a dog since and can't imagine that I ever could.  

Nicola, Yorkshire Coordinator... 

My first memory of a dog was a German Shepherd called Ricky. He was around 2 when I was born and ap-
parently we were inseparable from the first time we met. One of my earliest memories is of being sat with 
him in front of the fire and him letting me lean on him 
while I played with my toys. Apparently I fell forwards 
towards the hearth and he got up and went and laid 
there so that if I did it again Iôd fall on him. The only 
people who could walk him on a lead without him pull-
ing were my sister and me ï he was massive and very 
strong and was very protective towards the two of us. 
He never let us out of his sight when we were out in 
the garden playing and followed us everywhere. I 
loved him so much and when I came home for school 
the first thing I used to do was go and find him. The 
day I came home and he wasnôt there I thought my 
heart was going to break. Ricky is definitely the rea-
son I love dogs so much ï he was my best friend for 
the first 9 years of my life and I still miss him now.  

Jo, Treasureré 

My first memory of a dog was our family pet Millie, she was the most loving and loyal dog and lived to the 
grand old age of 15. I grew up always having dogs around, they teach us so much couldn't imagine my life 
without a furry one x  

Kerry, Fostering Coordinatoré 

My first memory of a dog was my nanôs poodle called Timmy. He didnôt like many people & could be quite antisocial 
but from a young age when we visited I enjoyed walking him, playing with him & feeding him & in turn he loved to curl 
up on my knee, he taught me to be patient, love life & give everyone a chance. 



Jules, Secretaryé 

Andy and I decided we wanted a dog and I thought I wanted a Labrador.  
Andy said NO WAY - we are having a boxer.  So at 10 months old, Tyson 
appeared on our doorstep.   
He came from a divorcing couple who just didn't want him. He was thin, 
dirty and had flu.  
We decided the poor lad needed a noble name so he became Schubert 
and it suited him down to the ground. We loved him, he was a dude and we 
sorted him out, trained him up and he was amazing. He had his little is-
sues, as they all do and we dealt with them.   
He was almost 12 when we lost him; broke our hearts so along came Mer-
lin to mend them.  
So thank you Schubert, for starting my love of boxers, for being my buddy, 
a total dude and one of the craziest boxers I've met and also one of the 
cleverest.  
Miss you every day little fella xx  

Fiona, Fostering Coordinatoré 

My two earliest childhood mem-
ories of dogs both involve our 
neighbours. One neighbour em-
igrated and left Trixie behind 
and my parents took her in.  
Another neighbour had Chihua-
huas, Topo and Tinker and we 
looked after them both when 
they went on holiday. I like to 
think it taught me the value of 
helping other people and en-
couraged a love of animals.  

Stuart, Trusteeé 

My first memory of a dog was our Labrador Barney.  We were visiting my gran in Birkenhead when a lady 
brought a puppy to see us. After playing with him for around an hour mum asked me if I wanted to keep him, ob-
viously as a kid of about 7 or 8 I was over the moon.  I'll always remember the 1st time we heard him bark, we'd 
had him for about 3yrs and he'd never barked at anything until we were out walking him in the fields when all of a 
sudden he saw a rabbit and he was barking like mad at it. Such a lovely boy.   

Mark, Volunteers Coordinator é 

My first memory of a dog was our first 
boxer "The Lady Rachel"......soul ma-
te and best friend as a 10 year old. 
She came every where with me and 
was so loyal and protective........it was 
Rachel that imprinted Boxer's on me 
forever. She was a beautiful White girl 
and lived to a healthy 12 years. 
I was then without till I finally persuad-
ed Gabby that Boxers were the way 
and the life and our handsome half 
brother's came, Elmo was a pup and 
we rehomed his half brother Mor-
ley......my start in rescue......the rest 
they say is history 

Chris, Coordinatoré 

My family were all cats till I was 12 and playing on the park a friend had a pup they couldn't find a home 
for so I took her home my dad of course said no way. I put her on his knee and she snuggled up and 
went to sleep and Suzy stayed with us for 16 years and our family were never without a dog after that . 

Gail, Coordinatoré 

ñMy first memory of a dog was not a good one, I was terrified 
of dogs when younger. We had a little JRT whilst growing up 
so that I could cope with. A well known large breed dog came 
to the gate once and barked loudly in my face ( he was bigger 
than me ) he scared the living daylights out of me!  
It wasn't until I was much older that bigger breed dogs and 
breeds that have bad reputations was not so scary after all, I 
just needed time and educating and most importantly I had to 
learn to trust the dogs and they me. It is a work in progress 
and always should be. I adore my Staffy and i enjoy being 
around the Boxers and when the events are on I happily meet 
and greet all different sizes and breeds with a beaming smile, 
even get a few cuddles in!!  



I will be riding the Notts 100 mile bike ride  on 24th June for Notts and Yorkshire Boxer Rescue . Cycling 

this distance will not be an easy challenge and i am currently in training to achieve this goal.  

This is a charity that's very close to my heart as I have seen first hand the 
work that they do through owning my own boxer dog, Millie, who we 
unfortunately lost in December. Since then, on the 21st March, we fos-
tered Rocky. The charity have worked with us to ensure Rocky is settled 
and doing well. We are planning on adopting him very soon and if it 
was not for the charity, we would have never had the chance to fall in 
love with such a comical boy. I would appreciate it if you could help me 

in my journey and support me as i take part in this adventure.   

The charity   is made up of dedicated volunteers who have a passion for 
the breed. They work on rescuing and re -homing boxer dogs all over the 

UK and have re -homed over 60 dogs in the last year.  

No donation is to small and even £1 can make a huge difference.  

Thank you!  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-luck1982 

Me and my doggie pals are incredibly fortunate to have caring, generous and sometimes mad hoomans 
who are prepared to go above and beyond to raise much needed funds for NAYBR. Without their efforts 
the Rescue simply wouldnôt have enough funding to do whatôs needed and for that my pals are eternally 

grateful. Here are just a couple of examples..xx 

Matthew, Chairé 

We didnôt have a dog ourselves when I was growing up, not that we didnôt 
like them; itôs just we didnôt have the lifestyle that suited being dog owners. 
Nicola had always had dogs so when we got together it what something that 
was missing from our first home. We visited a local rescue kennels and there 
at the end of the corridor, at the back was Petra. She was a wonderful black 
lab cross who opened my eyes to dogs completely and fitted in with our lives 
in an instant. She loved to go camping, swim in the sea, eat absolutely any-
thing (typical lab) but most of all she loved having a new family  to share 
things with. I couldn't believe how she looked at me  and brightened up my 
day; always happy to greet me as if she hadnôt seen me in ages..! Dogs are 
a big commitment and a lifestyle choice, but what a lifestyle they give you. I miss Petra every day  and often think 
about her; I sometimes think ñI wonder how she would have got on with the other dogs we have had sinceò. Perhaps 
best not to think too hard about that..! 

Our wonderful and brave Coordinator Chris, affectionately known as ôThe Silver Birdõ will once again be 
doing something amazing to raise funds. Our in -house superhero will this time be attempting a sponsored 

fire walk on 16th November and we think this incredible lady needs our support..!  

She has previously abseiled and wing -walked but this 
time she is keeping her feet on terra firma; more terra 

than firma..!  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chris-

cobb7 

Andy, Trusteeé 

I think I was always destined to be a Boxer daddy. When I was born my mum & dad had a white boxer called Remus, 
the way my dad describes him he was like the dog on Tom & Jerry cartoons, unfortunately I don't remember him. As I 
was growing up there were two more boxers, Cleo and then Penny, Cleo was a dark brindle and Penny was a red & 
white, I remember Penny's kennel name was Wrencliffe pretty picture. They say once a boxer owner always a boxer 
owner. In 1993 the landlord of our local pub came to tell Jules and me that one of his pups was coming back and 
needed a home, it was a done deal, 10 month old Tyson came to his furever home except we called him Schubert, our 
first dog together, the rest is history.  



DOG SHOW CLASSES: 

Most Fabulous Family, Loveliest Lady, Most fabulous Fella, Best Rescue Dog, 

Best Junior Handler, Most Gorgeous Golden Oldie, Best Paw Shaker, Musical Sits 

Judges Own Favourite, Most Awesome Eyes 

Best in Show and Reserve receive a Trophy, ALL BREEDS WELCOME..! 



Bryan interviewed our very own super vet Charlotte Hanson from Animal Doctor 
Vets, Ravenshead and asked her òwhat tips do you have for our hoomans who want 
to take good care of my doggie pals?ó 
Charlotte says........  
Eyes ð are they clean? Is there any discharge? 
Are they squinting or rubbing at their eye? Is 
there any redness or swelling?  
Eyes should be kept clean but if there is red-
ness, swelling or if they are squinting or rubbing at the 
eye you should get it checked by your vet.  
 
Ears ð Are they clean? If they are pawing at 
their ears, shaking their head, if their ears 
smell or if their ears are very dirty, waxy or 
they seem in discomfort then again see your vet for ad-
vice.   Dogs with allergies can sometimes suffer with ear 
problems as a result of the condition so consult your vet 
about how best to deal with this.  
 
Paws & Nails ð Check nails to make sure none are split, 

overgrown and there is no evidence of infec-
tion or damage. Check their pads and be-
tween toes for any sores, wounds or infec-
tion. If you are unsure about clipping your 
dogõs nails then please get advice from your 
vet, they will be happy to help you.  
 

Teeth ð An appropriate, safe dental chew can be given and this will help 
with your dogõs oral health. You can clean your dogõs teeth with a spe-
cially designed dog tooth brush and paste. You should check the health 
of their teeth and gums and any concerns you have should be raised 
with your vet who can advise you.  
 
Flea, worms and vaccinations ð There are many flea and worming treatments you 
can use and your vet can advise you on these.  
Vaccinations should be done yearly by your vet with kennel cough given separately 
from the others up the nasal passage. Your vet will also give your dog a yearly 

health check at the same time, so if you are concerned about anything 
please ask your vet. Please keep their vaccinations up to date as fail-
ure to do so may put your dog at risk from life threatening illnesses 
and invalidate your pet insurance.  
 

You know your dog better than anyone so if you are worried or concerned about any 
aspect of your dogõs health or behaviour  please do not hesitate to contact your 
vet..........we donõt bite and are always happy to help and advise you. 
Thank you Charlotte. Iõm sure all our hoomans will be able to use this great advice 
and keep all us looking and feeling grrrrrrrrrrrreat!  
Bryan x  
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Itõs always nice to get out and about and meet the public 

and their four legged friends; the All About Dogs shows 

are a great opportunity for us to do exactly that. Events 

like these are vital for us to raise funds and awareness 

and we are extremely grateful to the team at Aztec 

Events for allowing us to be part of their weekends.  

We get the privilege of hosting one of the Fun Dog Shows 

that gives everyone an opportunity to show off their Fab-

ulous Fella or  Lovel iest  Lady. We especial ly enjoy the 

Junior Handler category as itõs great to see the next generation of dog lovers being part of the day. 

 

The events have loads of attractions and stalls so it re-

ally is a great day out for all the family; if the team are 

really lucky they may even get 5 minutes to do a bit of 

shopping themselves or maybe even stuff their faces 

with food..!  

Whilst we are working (it is work but itõs enjoyable 

work..!), we hear live music and look over at the many 

displays and demonstrations that are taking place 

around us; we have even met celebrities..!  

 

The team are always busy and our new Tombola Dash is 

proving very popular; not sure whoõs idea it was to com-

bine a Tombola with a fun doggie obstacle course but we 

love it. As always itõs nothing serious so if we get happy 

and tired dogs then thatõs a good day in our eyes. 

Our fundraising gazebo sees many generous and support-

ive people coming to say hello to the team and we are 

constantly filling doggie lucky dip bags and water bowls 

to ensure everyone has a good time. Itõs great to get the 

opportunity to tell the public who we are and what we do 

and their feedback is so encouraging.  

We have been part of the Aztec Events circuit for some 

time now and we are always made to feel welcome by 

the team there who work so hard to put on these 

events. 

We need to wrap this article up now I suppose as even 

one day at the All About Dogs can easily take up page 

after page.  

 

Details of these events are on the Aztec website 

so please come along and say hello; we would love 

to meet you and your four legged friends..!  

http://www.allaboutdogsshow.co.uk/  

 
 



Mia came into rescue just a few days before Christmas. 

We never thought for a minute that she would come to us 

in such a terrible state. Painfully thin and very afraid 

she several tumours which had been left untreated and 

had been used as a breeding machine. She looked to have 

recently had her last litter quite recently even though 

she was an old lady of about 9 or 10 years old. What an 

incredibly sad sight she was.  

Mia went straight into foster care and saw our vet Char-

lotte as soon as possible.  

The tumours needed to be removed but we needed to build her up first. We could count every rib 

and her hip bones were prominent. Her coat was dull and she looked miserable.  

Over Christmas she began to put on weight. Her coat began to get a shine and gradually she be-

came more confident. Our big fear then was òhow would she cope with the operation.ó It was a lot to 

put an older lady though but we had no choice.  

We as a rescue have incredible trust in our vet Char-

lotte. We knew she would do her very best for her.  

The time that day passed by so very slowly but even-

tually we got the call weõd all been waiting for. Mia 

had come through her operation and was doing well. 

Tumours removed, epulis (growths on her gums) re-

moved and spayed she was sleepy but doing just fine. 

What a relief!  

Over the months Mia has continued to do well. No 

more the bony little frightened girl who came 

through our door.  

She loves to play (especially will balls). She adores attention and fuss and especially loves cuddles. 

Mia finally has the home she deserves.  


