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Letter from the Chair 
Hi Everyone, 

This is my first letter as Chair of 

NAYBR.  I took over the position 

from Matt in April this year as he 

stepped down due to other 

commitments, both in rescue and 

personally.   

This year’s question to the Team from 

Bryan is about fond memories of dogs 

in our lives who inspired our love of 

dogs.  My personal memories of 

growing up always involved at least one 

family dog!  My best friend until I was 9 

years old was a German Shepherd called 

Ricky and we were inseparable. 

When he died, I was inconsolable and at that age it was the first loss I had experienced.  Many other 

memorable family dogs came into and left my life and I feel blessed to have loved them all.  When 

Matt and myself first moved in together he had never had a dog and I managed about a month 

before I told him I couldn’t live without one!  He agreed but only if we adopted one – enter Petra, our 

beautiful black Labrador.  She was amazing and incredibly feisty – I often think what it would have 

been like if her and Mindy had met (those of you who met Mindy will know what I mean!!).   

I truly believe both Matt and myself have Petra, and Bill our wonderful white boxer who followed her 

into our home and hearts, to thank for getting us involved in Rescue. After losing Bill we adopted 

Mindy and Bruce from NAYBR and now have Rose and Betsy. These dogs were/are my world and life 

is so much better for having them in it.   Hopefully NAYBR help make the world better for the dogs 

that come into our care too. 

I would like to personally thank all of the 

Team at NAYBR for their dedication and 

hard work – you’re all amazing!! 

Oh…Just in case you are wondering why 

we’ve called it the “Old Master Edition”. 

Check out Bryan’s Question page to see 

the team’s artistic efforts. 

Best Regards, 

Nicola 

Chair, Notts and Yorkshire Boxer 

Rescue 
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HUB 
Meet the NAYBR team and find out what 

we have been up to over the last 12 months 
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Bryan’s Question Time

Alison – Resource Coordinator 

Ed – Kennel Coordinator 

Caesar is our current Boxer. He’s our 5th boxer but 

our first adoption. We had Jack as a pup, then Kaos, 

with Bruno & Brutus being long-term foster dogs.  

We chose this memory as we have so many 

memories of all of our previous boxers, it was hard 

to choose.  

We are kennel coordinators & when Caesar was 

surrendered, we spent a lot of time with him, 

teaching him how to play and generally assessing 

him. 

One day I sat down in the paddock to see what he 

would do and he literally came and sat on my lap. 

We had the most precious and loving cuddles for 

about 20 minutes. That was the moment when I 

knew he’d chosen us to be his Mum & Dad.  

Jules - Secretary  

Merlin was magical.  My bestie for 12 years and 

never met a dog like him to this day; a one off that 

everyone loved. I will miss him forever  

  

OK team, here’s my question 

What fond memories do you have of a special 4-legged friend you 

had or is still with you? 

And here’s the good bit… 

Since I’m a bit of a painter (boy it’s difficult holding brushes in your 

mouth!) I’d like to see what you can do in the way of a little sketch 

or painting of your doggie.
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Andy – Volunteers Coordinator and Trustee  

Sydney came into the rescue at 10 years old, we 

short term fostered him, we quickly became failed 

foster parents and he became part of our family 

until he suddenly passed away in our arms seven 

months later.  

He became very popular with everybody that he 

met, he was just the most loveable lad who wanted 

and got cuddles 24 hours a day. 

During his short time with us, he helped raise funds 

and awareness for the NAYBR rescue, which 

leads me to a memorable situation at the 

Newbury All About Dogs event. 

I was on the doggie tombola stall with Fiona while 

Jane took Sydney a short walk with Emma.  

It was quite chilly, but I got the surprise of my life a 

few minutes later when I looked up to see Sydney 

dressed in a leopard skin patterned dog onesie 

walking proudly towards me! My face must have 

painted a thousand words, much to the laughter of 

Jane, Emma and Fiona. 

Sydney loved it, and the attention it brought him 

from members of the public attending the event. 

The memory will last with me forever. 

Here is my very badly drawn sketch of Sydney. 

Please don't laugh 😆  

Emma – Trustee 

A special memory from Stu and I…. 

Buster was our first Boxer and had a very distinct 

look following ear surgery. He was a big white boy 

with very squishy chops, lots of typical Boxer folds of 

skin and a very flat face. After ear surgery the 

distinct Boxer shaped head changed slightly and his 

head became like a big football, which contributed 

to his distinct look.  

On a caravan holiday in Wales (over 200 miles from 

home) Stu took Buster out for a stroll one evening. 

When he came back, he said "someone's just 

recognised Buster" before going on to explain that a 

chap saw Buster from across the caravan park and 

said "Is that Buster Roberts?" The man said he 

recognised Buster from our Notts and Yorkshire 

Boxer Rescue Facebook page!  

Even now nearly 10 years later we will occasionally 

talk about the time a man we had never met 

recognised our Buster 200 miles from home.  
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Jane – Volunteers Coordinator.  

This is Andy’s painting by numbers picture of Lenny. 

It took him almost three months to finish…! 

Lenny was our first boxer that we were entrusted to 

adopt from NAYBR. He was nine months of age, and 

had two previous owners. 

Sadly, Lenny’s life was cut short by illness at 5 years 

old, his memory will live with us forever.  

Lenny was a character who loved everybody. He was 

never happier than when running free off the lead 

with his dog friends of all breeds. 

A happy memory was of him and his girlfriend STAR 

having a lover's tiff at the NAYBR fun day at 

Annesley, the pictures of them together captured by 

Louise and Mark will live with us furever.  

Lenny became well known and he often helped at 

NAYBR events to raise funds and awareness for 

Boxers less fortunate than himself.  

From the moment we adopted Lenny, Andy and I 

became volunteers with this great rescue team, and 

we continue to do so in memory of our legend 

Lenny. I would encourage anybody who is able to 

volunteer their time or donations to the rescue, it is 

the most rewarding thing you can do.  

Cara - Coordinator 

Hatton was our first boxer back in 2010. He was a 

BFG with people, but not so much with other dogs.  

We knew him from a pup as he belonged to some 

friends of ours before we gave him his furever 

home. Work circumstances meant they thought he 

would be better with another family and we took 

him on at just a year old.  

He became Brooke’s best furiend even helping her 

do her homework after school (see picture she 

painted of him in 2013, I can definitely see the 

resemblance ha-ha).  

Unfortunately we lost him in October 2016, 

to cancer at 7 years old.  

He was the biggest escape artist and if there was an 

open door, he was out of it!!  He was also the man of 

the house and we miss him dearly xx 
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Kerry – Coordinator 

We have many fond memories of Percy. The most 

memorable is remembering how he would join the 

queue at the ice cream van, ready for his very own 

Mr Whippy. He adored those cold treats.  

Fiona – Treasurer 

This is Kizzy.  A neighbour told us about her.  

Her owner had tried several times to 

rehome her and everyone brought her back.   

We took our other dog, Bonnie, to meet her and 

decided she was coming home with us anyway.  Rob 

walked her back home and I took Bonnie in the car.  

Kizzy had lots of issues as you can see!! Her tongue 

stuck out permanently.... the vet measured it when 

she was under anaesthetic and said it was a foot 

long. 

We loved her and she made a great family pet ❤ 

Matt - Trustee 

Bill was our first Boxer. A rescue boy who was the 

most wonderful companion, despite his bad start in 

life.  

He had typical boxer mannerisms, very loving and 

VERY enthusiastic in everything he did and with 

everyone he met.  

When we finally had to say goodbye to him it broke 

our hearts. Then our phone call to Notts and 

Yorkshire Boxer Rescue changed our lives furever. 

Thank you, Bill, for just being you…xx  
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Andy - Trustee 

Barclay was our 3rd Boxer baby, even now he was 

the oldest one to join our family at 7 years old. 

He was an absolute dude, quite aloof at times, 

almost turning his nose up in the air.  

He left us too soon at 11.5 years, he left a huge hole, 

we didn't have him long enough, though we (and I 

hope he) enjoyed every day we had together.  

Nicola – Chair 

Petra was the first rescue dog Matt and I had 

together, she was full of character (unlike my 

attempt to draw her).  

She was happier in the water than she was on dry 

land, unlike the boxers in our lives and liked nothing 

better than to swim in the sea, play on the beach 

and beach comb for any bits of dead fish or crab 

limbs that the tide had washed in. 

Gosh I miss her…x 
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Walking The Dog

On the first Sunday of every month, we have our Boxer walk in Poolsbrook Country Park, Chesterfield. 

We meet up in the car park at 11 am and the walk can be made as short or long as you want it to be. Like all 

good walks, it starts and finishes by the cafe.  

We have a little stall with our lucky bags and a few other bits to help raise funds for the rescue. We have had a 

couple of dogs who have trouble being sociable and we are so pleased to see their improvement.  

If you would like to join us (any breed welcome) we would love to see you there.  

For directions, the full address of the park is Poolsbrook Country Park, Staveley, Chesterfield S43 3LH. 

Chris & Michelle...xx  
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Santa Paws

In rescue, we believe every dog deserves a safe and happy Christmas and a chance to visit Santa. There should 

be no dog on the ‘naughty list’. 

We are thrilled to be hosting another Santa Paws event at the Arkwright Centre on Sunday 26th November and 

we would love to see you there. It’s free entry so please come along and join the fun. We are always looking for 

raffle prizes, tombola items and gifts so please have a look at things that may be cluttering up your space; they 

will be most appreciated. 

Every penny we raise goes straight into rescue, helping dogs in need. Without your kindness and generosity, 

we simply couldn’t continue our work into 2024 and beyond. Who knows what next year will bring but 

hopefully we can help more dogs and make this world just a little better for the dogs we haven’t perhaps met 

yet. 

See you there...! 

Bryan 
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HEROES 
Where would we be without the amazing 

people who support our efforts? This is to 

showcase what they get up to and to provide 

a very big “THANK YOU”” to everyone 
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Andy Runs The Marathon (AGAIN!)

On 23rd April 2023 I completed the London 

Marathon, but the story began long before that day. 

Getting a place to run in the London Marathon is not 

easy. You can either "buy" a charity place with one of 

the main UK charities or you can take your chances in 

the ballot. I entered my name into the ballot in 

October 2022 not expecting to be successful, as there 

are 20,000 places available and 500,000 people 

entered. There must have been some boxer magic in 

the air as 23 days later I was awarded a place.  

I was a bit out of condition, so I set myself an initial 

target to build up to run half the distance before 

Christmas, I ran 13.1 miles on 24th December. The 

training continued, adding more and more distance 

each week, slowly building up for the big day. I had a 

plan to use the big day to fund raise for NAYBR but 

didn't want to announce this too early in case I 

injured myself in the build-up. Injuries are quite 

common when your training ramps up significantly. 

Near the end of March I completed the Ashby 20 mile 

race, afterwards I thought, this is it, I have to set up a 

fundraiser for NAYBR now, especially as there were 

only about 4 weeks to go.  

Before this though we had other matters to attend to, 

All About Dogs, Newbury. Those of you who have 

been to one of these events will know one of our fun 

dog show categories is the musical sit competition. 

We play a variety of songs for this category which 

often includes Boxer Beat and Who Let the Dogs Out, 

its good fun.  

Anyway back to London, I travelled down the day 

before and checked into my digs, then off to the 

Marathon Expo to pick up my number. Number safely 

packed away I explored the expo, unfortunately I had 

an accident and fell, landing hard on my left shoulder. 

It didn't hurt straight away but very soon after I could 

barely move my left arm. Next morning at breakfast 

my buddies who were also running couldn't believe I 

was still planning to take part, I told them, a lot of 

people have put their faith in me, I have to do this 

even if I walk every inch of the way.
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Once I was in the starting area, I got a waiting 

paramedic to check me over as my shoulder was 

really hurting, they decided nothing was broken. 

However, the only thing I could do to keep the pain at 

bay was to place my left arm across my chest as 

though it was in a sling. Tension builds, 3, 2, 1, off we 

go, running with my invisible sling on. It felt strange 

only having one arm moving in rhythm with my feet, 

but I was managing albeit somewhat slower than I 

had hoped for. I managed to get past 16 miles before 

the pain eventually brought 

me to a stop, I had to walk for 

a while so I could lower my 

arm and get some feeling 

back.  

From then on it was a 

run/walk run/walk but I was 

still clocking up the miles. All 

along the route there are 

crowds cheering and bands playing to keep your 

spirits up, the atmosphere is incredible. Then 

eventually you turn onto The Mall, the finish line is so 

close now, your spirits raise, you quicken your pace 

as you near the spectator’s grandstand.  

Then, the finish line loomed into view, the DJ in the PA 

booth pumping out upbeat tunes to get you over the 

line, what could I hear? Who Let the Dogs Out!  Was 

that a coincidence? or was there an order directly 

from Rainbow Bridge to the DJ? I have to confess, I did 

fill up, I crossed the line with tears in my eyes, but I 

had done it. WE had done it, you all helped me with 

your sponsorship. Between us we raised £1285 for 

NAYBR. 

Andy…xx 
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Snowdon Trek

Thank you to all that supported, shared 

posts and sponsored our ‘little walk’ up 

Snowdon! Actually, after all the 

stressing, it was quite fun!  

Some friends and I, including a dear 

friend Matt Smith who has just come 

back from Everest Base Camp (making 

our Snowdon trek look like a little walk) 

decided to “do Snowdon” to raise some 

money for NAYBR and also to keep us 

out of mischief on a Saturday! 

It took longer than we thought as there 

were a mix of abilities, but there was no 

rush. I found going up enjoyable and 

easy, but coming down was a struggle! I 

borrowed a friend hiking sticks to come 

down, as having an ACL replacement 

last year my knee started to ache, I 

think I would still be scooting down the 

mountain on my bum now without 

those sticks (Thanks Leon)!  

We went up the path of the Miners 

which was very steep with sheer drops, 

loose rocks and waterfalls (very 

beautiful). And down the Pyg which is 

bit steadier towards the bottom. 

On the way up I swear we witnessed 

every season this country can throw at 

you! The wind blew the rain in sideways! You 

couldn’t see your hand in front of your face due to fog (I 

was actually, thankful because at this point, we were 

passing a sheer drop and really do not like heights) it was 

also really cold – all the layers were on! However, by some 

stroke of luck when we reached the top, we were above the 

clouds & the sun came out. The views were out of 

this world! We stopped at the top had a little bit to 

eat and a cheeky G&T (because why not)? Then 

started the descent back down.  

Yes, I found it hard to climb the stairs & sit on 

the loo for the next few days, but on the other 

hand we did raise a fabulous £250. 

Keep you posted on the next adventure! 

Krysia & the gang.  
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ThankYou

 

A big “Thank you” to all the people and companies that support our efforts throughout the year 
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HELP 
At NAYBR we are dedicated to the 

protection of Boxer Dogs. Here’s a few 

ways in which you can help us 
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NAYBR Calendar

2024 sees the return of the ever-popular NAYBR official Calendar, full of beautiful photos to brighten up your 

wall throughout the year. 

There’s limited number so if you want to get yours, you need to be quick..! 

They are £10 for 1, £18 for 2 and £25 for 3 plus any postage 

costs. As always, every single penny raised goes straight to the 

dogs in Rescue. 

They will on sale at Santa Paws on the 26th November or 

you can email info@nayboxerrescue.co.uk for 

enquiries as to how you can get your copies. 

We hope 2024 brings you all and your 

dogs every happiness; thank 

you for your support. 

mailto:info@nayboxerrescue.co.uk
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Short Term Fostering

Have you ever considered being a 

short term or long-term fosterer 

for a NAYBR Boxer dog? Below is 

our experience of doing so. (I’ll call 

the dog Smiler for the purpose of 

this article)  

Smiler came to us on short-term 

Foster after being surrendered by 

his owners, there was information 

provided for him, but it was 

sketchy, he had been the only dog 

and never mixed or been 

socialised. 

He needed an assessment by the 

whole team prior to being 

rehomed. For example, was he 

friendly with other pets and 

people? 

When he came to our house, he 

was initially very apprehensive,  

wondering what was happening to 

him. Why had he been left with us. 

He had a small accident on the 

carpet, not to worry it was soon 

cleaned up, he didn't know his way 

to the back garden, part of the 

learning process, he soon became 

familiar of his surroundings and 

let us know when he needed a 

comfort break between walks. 

We have a stray cat that visits us, 

he sits on the windowsill looking in 

for being fed, how will Smiler 

react? His little Stump wagged in 

excitement,  when they met up 

outside, Smiler was so gentle with 

the cat, a box ticked, he could 

potentially be rehomed with a 

family that had a cat. 

On his walks he met people 

walking dogs, would he be friendly 

towards them or would he react? 

He did show reactive behaviour,  

so it seems he will need to be the 

only dog in his new home. 

It is now time to meet the 

Grandchildren.  Smiler kept on the 

lead until we could be certain how 

he would behave. Over the course 

of several meetings with them 

both indoor and outdoor, he was 

very good. Another box ticked. 

Next it was time to sit on a bench 

in the village, watching the world 

go by. The traffic, pedestrians, 

horses, people walking dogs was 

all new to Smiler. WOW, he was 

so excited by his surroundings.  

It was time now to take him to the 

dog friendly pub. He loved the 

attention,  the pork scratchings 

were his reward. 

Our assessment of Smiler was 

ready to submit to the rest of the 

team, along with their 

observations. A decision could 

now be made for a suitable home 

that matched his needs. 

Just knowing that you have helped 

a dog in the process of being 

rehomed is so rewarding, and 

seeing their pictures on the NAYBR 

Facebook page with their new 

proud owners is the ultimate 

reward for us all. 

If you are interested in 

volunteering with the rescue in 

any capacity, please contact any of 

the team of volunteers for further 

information,  we would love to 

have you on board. 

Andy and Jane
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What Is Canine Hydrotherapy?

Hi everyone, it’s me Betsy. 

You may recall I told you about my broken leg last 

year and how I am recovering with the help and 

support of the team here, and my new Mum & Dad. 

A big part of my recovery is thanks to me going 

swimming and having hydrotherapy. I had never 

heard of it before, so I wanted to tell my friends all 

about it and how it has helped me. 

My new pals at Aquapaws Canine Hydrotherapy and 

Fun Swim, Barnsley have changed my life, so I asked 

them a few questions to help spread the word. 

What sort of breeds do you help with 

hydrotherapy and fun swimming; can any dog 

do it? 

We help a variety of breeds, from a little 

Chihuahua right through to a Newfoundland. 

Any dog can do it. Of course some dogs are 

better at swimming than others but they can still 

have the same amount of fun! 

You helped me following my operation to fix 

and strengthen my broken leg, but what other 

conditions does hydrotherapy benefit? 

Hydrotherapy can help with any 

musculoskeletal problem. Whether this be a 

broken leg, rehabilitation from surgery, an 

alternative therapy, lameness, arthritis, muscle 

building, weight loss and plenty more! Hydrotherapy 

will help build up muscle in a non-weight bearing 

environment, so it is pain free. 

How do you support dogs that maybe a little 

nervous of water? 

Well at Aquapaws we work on a one-to-one 

basis, so only one dog is in our centre at one 

time. Therefore, all our attention is on that 

individual, we work is pairs so you get double the 

amount of attention too!! We understand that it is a 

bizarre environment to be in, with so many different 

smells so we like to take our time. Time is key. Each 

dog is different, some dogs relax straight away but 

some dogs it might take a good few sessions to be 

comfortable with us and the centre. 

How are dogs assessed prior to starting 

hydrotherapy or fun swimming? 

We are a registered centre, so we need 

veterinary permission first but we can contact 

your vets for you. This is just to make sure 

there’s no underlying issues why swimming may not 

be suitable for you. If it is for hydrotherapy, we like 

to do an initial assessment which consists of 

chatting to the dog’s owners about their history, 

assessing how each dog moves if able too, a hands 

on feel of your dog and muscle measurements. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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What got you into hydrotherapy? You must 

love us doggies... 

It’s simple. The love of dogs got us all into 

hydrotherapy. Knowing that you are changing 

a dog’s life is just so rewarding, there’s no 

feeling like it and it’s hard to put into words. When a 

client says “my dog hasn’t done that in years” just 

puts a huge smile on your face. Knowing that you’ve 

helped get a dog back to their normal life after 

surgery, or given them a new lease of life and added 

time to their life, it is an incredible feeling. 

If any of my doggie pals out there think it may 

benefit them, how do they find out more? 

There’s plenty of ways to contact us for more 

information. Phone us on 07923479555, ot 

email at aquapawsbarnsley@outlook.com. 

Also check out our Facebook page! 

We also have a centre in Sheffield now too! 

Aquapaws Canine Hydrotherapy and Physiotherapy 

Centre. Call us on 07707195318 

We would just like to say a massive well done to 

you, Betsy. Your journey has been amazing. You give 

your all to every session and it’s been a pleasure 

watching you shine and live your life to the full. So 

thank you! 

A huge thank you to all the team at Aquapaws 

Hydrotherapy and Fun Swim, Barnsley 

Betsy...xx 

From The National Association of Registered 

Canine Hydrotherapists Website 

Benefits of Hydrotherapy: The benefits of 

hydrotherapy depend very much on how the 

hydrotherapy treatment is carried out. For some 

dogs simply floating or swimming gently in water 

can relieve pain and inflammation. For others more 

vigorous exercise is used to increase the use of 

limbs, increase muscle bulk and tone, and 

strengthen the support for joints. Especially after 

surgery or injury hydrotherapy can allow earlier 

return to normal use. 

Water can also be used as a means of supporting 

dogs in a non-weight bearing or partially weight 

bearing environment to allow movements that 

would not be possible on land, perhaps because of 

weakness or injury. This is particularly useful for 

dogs that have spinal problems 

Hydrotherapy can also increase cardiovascular 

fitness and help with weight loss. 

Benefits can include: Decreased pain perception; 

Decreased pain and inflammation; Increased range 

of movement in water helping to ease stiff and 

arthritic joints; Improved muscle patterning and 

recruitment helping to improve gait patterns; 

Potentially earlier return to normal activities. 

 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Always bear in mind that 

hydrotherapy, like any form of 

treatment, should always be 

discussed with your vet before any 

course is undertaken 
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A Message from Bryan

I Need Your Help 

I can get a message to all my doggie friend in the 

neighbourhood by using the local lampposts. 

However I need Hooman help to get the NAYBR 

message further afield. 

I know how much time you like to spend on your Social Media sites. So what I’d like you to think about doing is 

sharing some of your NAYBR memories with me. If you attend any of our events, why not send me a few 

photos? Better still let me have a few words to say what you liked about us. 

You can also send us any articles you come across that you think would be useful for your fellow Boxer 

servants to know about. I can then get one of my minions to add them to my website and social media feeds. 

Please send your articles to boxer@nayboxerrescue.co.uk  

If we decide to use it on our website or one of our social media sites, I’ll make sure you get the credit. 

Bryan 

 

Animal Rescues Warning Over Cost of Living 

According to one article, arrivals at rescue centres have increased by around 25%. Charities have also recorded 

increased calls to their phone lines by a factor of four. Calls about pet neglect and abandonment to the RSPCA 

are reaching a three-year high, with more than 16,000 abandonments reported to the charity’s emergency line 

in the first nine months of 2023 – an increase of more than 7% on the same period last year. 

Vet and food bills are playing the main role in owners having to give up their pets. Even if people do not give up 

their dogs, as a cost saving measure, they may not renew pet insurance. This can lead to animals simply being 

dumped when they become ill. 

In the worst of cases, owners are being made homeless due to the cost of living. With nowhere to live they are 

being forced into surrendering their beloved pets. Even if the owners do find temporary accommodation, 

leases may not allow pets on the premises.  

Nicola McDonnell, our Chair had this to say “The above statistics really do show that the cost of living is affecting so 

many families and their pets; we all know that vet and food bills just add to the pressures faced by so many people. 

We are lucky to be supported by amazing vets, kennels and other organisation but it all costs money and every penny 

donated really does make such a difference. We really appreciate your kind support; without it we simply wouldn’t be 

able to rescue any dogs. That scenario doesn’t bear thinking about. Please keep donating what you can, attending our 

events or maybe you can volunteer with us. Time is so valuable and something anyone can donate; please contact 

any of the team if you would like to find out more” 

mailto:boxer@nayboxerrescue.co.uk
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GRRRRaffle Tickets 

Want a chance to win some grrrreat prizes and help dogs in need, well 

here’s your big chance. As you know our Santa Paws event just wouldn’t 

be the same without a raffle.  

Tickets are on sale on the day at just £1 each and, as always, 

every penny goes to helping dogs in Rescue. 

For further information, simply email one of the 

team: JulieF@naybr.co.uk or Boxer@naybr.co.uk  

You can also look out for shouts on Facebook, our 

website or member’s emails. 

Thanks for your support and GOOD LUCK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon Christmas Wish List

Amazon has all sorts of wonderful ideas for our four-legged friends. 

From plain old things that go “squeak”, to more challenging toys that 

provide mental stimulation. 

We’ve put together a “Wish List” of toys that you could 

help us by buying.  

All the toys go to Boxers in our care. They 

deserve to be spoilt, so the toys are chosen to 

be fun and stimulating. None of your 

purchases are resold. 

If you can help, please go to:  

NAYBR Amazon Christmas Wish List 

Simply use the link and Amazon does all the rest. 

The toys are automatically delivered to us, so you 

don’t have to post anything on. 

 

mailto:JulieF@naybr.co.uk
mailto:Boxer@naybr.co.uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1QVV9VA9LJINZ?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR3InKyWIpcRw88ltuIvX8hxAADuydpmoMtD5_AUJKgciISnzY6mYkdJjc8
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HOUNDS 
Find out how we look after Boxer dogs 

that come into Rescue. You can also 

discover some of our success stories 
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Grace

When we lost Bocky at the end of November 2022 we 

were understandably devastated. Anyone who ever 

met him knew how full of personality, mischief and 

love he was and we decided to wait a while before we 

made a decision to rescue another boxer. 

The house was spotless but eerily quiet without 

Bocky. Christmas just wasn't the same so when we 

received a call to go on a NAYBR walk on 27th 

December we jumped at the chance to blow the 

Christmas cobwebs away, meet up with our friends 

from NAYBR and most importantly meet all the crazy 

boxers (and the other dogs of course 🙂). 

One dog stood out to both of us, she was quite 

small for a boxer, beautiful face and the gentlest of 

spirits.... her name was Grace. 

We took turns in walking her and she was just so 

good on the lead, off the lead, loved to play with 

other dogs and by the end of the walk we were 

head over heels in love with her. We got back to 

our cars and were ready for the drive back to an 

empty house so when adoption papers were 

produced, we signed the paperwork 

immediately. 

Grace got in the car (we had to borrow a 

harness and lead as we were not expecting to 

take a new furbaby home with us), she made 

herself immediately at home on the sofa 

and king size bed and we haven't looked 

back since.  

We can never replace Bocky or Bob and 

Dita before him but Grace is one on her 

own and we have had so many 

adventures with her. She's been to 

France on her holidays and had a 

photoshoot with Bounders. 

We go on 3 walks a day with her and anyone who 

knows us will have experienced Grace's amazing 

vocal talents.... she sings along to piano music.  

Thank you NAYBR for Grace. We absolutely adore her 

and thank you Grace for the music and the smiles! 
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Rosie

Since Rosie came into our family, she's settled in really well. She loves going out for her daily walks with her 

dad, and enjoys lots of cuddles with us all. She has really wormed her way into all of our hearts. She is the 

sweetest natured girl and loves to play with her new doggie friends that she had made. Despite dad saying she 

wasn't allowed upstairs or on the sofa, she has her spot on the sofa and on mum's bed.  

We can't imagine life without her now. We all think Rosie was destined to be with us and we can't thank NAYBR 

enough for allowing her to become part of our family. 

Jayne…xxx 
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Neville

Three Boxer’s past and it was time for me to get a 

new best friend. I have no prerequisites for 

male/female nor colour, but I feel I can cope with a 

more boisterous or unruly dog. I’m 50 years old, 

single with a lodger and parents to dog sit. 

Neville arrived being 2 years old, Male, Brindle and 

quite large with huge paws. Chris said he’s good with 

other dogs, likes cuddles and a football...that was a 

very good summary. He’d lived with his sister Rosie 

and a family with 2 young children. Lock down 

purchases had come to an end when the owners had 

to return to work 8 hours a day, I am very sorry for 

the family that gave them up for Adoption, he 

appears to have been loved and is a very happy dog. 

I was quite nervous on the first date walk with Neville 

at the Lake, will he like me, will we get on and does he 

want to live with me? It was raining very heavy, Chris 

and myself got soaked, Neville wandered round lovely 

on the lead, we met one other dog that went ok and 

he went begrudgingly back in the car...with Chris 

lifting him in. I collected him a week later, he looked 

longingly back at the NAYBR crew, didn’t want really 

to leave and had his head down all the way home. I 

soon realised he’s terrified of travelling, as soon as 

the vehicle moves, he hides his head and daren’t look 

out the window, I try not to laugh and drive really 

carefully. He’s getting better, jumps in the car but still 

daren’t look out the window. 

Moving on 4 months later he’s 

starting to push his boundaries 

a little. He’s a big softie and still a 

little nervous. I can’t shout at him 

because he gets nervous and wants to trot 

off. I’ve only shouted at him twice when he has 

the lawn mower cable in his mouth, understandable. 

Ball play is great, he brings back small balls like a 

collie, noses it at your feet and his ability to catch in 

the air is amazing. He leaps into the air never thinking 

about a landing. Football, he likes to be in goal 

mainly, he loves football to the point where I have to 

bring him in. His huge feet are like football boots 

tearing up the grass as he lands. 

Finally, he’s great with my 92 year old dad who plays 

football with him and my 86 year old mum who 

throws the ball in the house with him. They love 

looking after him and spoiling him. 
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Lana

Our story with Lana began at the start of August 

when we filled in a NAYBR adoption form. To our 

surprise within a week, we got a message back telling 

us that they had a dog called Lana who was just a 

couple of weeks away from her 3rd birthday who 

needed rehoming.  

NAYBR said they thought she would be ideal for us as 

they were looking for a home for her with no other 

dogs and no young children, so we fitted the criteria 

perfectly.  

We met Lana the following weekend where we 

walked her around a local park and fell in love with 

her immediately.  

She was understandably quite nervous for the first 

week but then soon settled in as she started to realise 

she was staying with us. She had found her new 

furever home.  

As the next few weeks passed Lana become more 

relaxed and her real character started to shine 

through. She loves playing with footballs in the 

garden, snuggling up to us all on the settee and 

running around our local field.  

Thank you so much to NAYBR to allowing us to give 

Lana the loving home that she deserves.  

Ian 
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Hugo -  Superstar and Pub Lover!

We fell in love with Hugo as soon as 

we saw his photo on the NAYBR 

Facebook page. We met with Chris to 

meet Hugo and take him for a walk (it 

turned out he took us for a walk!).  He 

had very few manners on the lead 

and was very boisterous.  However, 

we could see the potential in him so 

agreed to adopt him.  We have lots of 

experience with Boxers and Rescue 

Boxers so knew it would be a 

challenge but little did we know how 

deep rooted his potential was and 

how much hard work it would be to 

get to it!! 

When we got him home, we started 

his training straightaway and it was 

obvious he was very treat orientated 

so was quite easy to train considering 

he's a Boxer.  He already knew the 

basic commands 'sit, wait, find, paw' 

but it became evident that he had 

been taught all the 'tricks' and none 

of the important (what we would 

call safety) training.  He didn't know 

what recall was and wasn't very 

happy walking on the lead so didn't 

know what 'heel' meant. 

When out on his walks he would pull 

constantly on the lead and then 

when we started heading back 

home, he would have a tantrum and 

throw himself on the floor lying on 

his back biting his lead.  It was very 

embarrassing as passersby thought 

we were harming him but we were 

just trying to calm him down and get 

him under control.  

This went on for a few weeks but we 

persevered with him as he had 

started becoming more loving within 

the home.  However, the final straw 

for us and when we knew we 

needed professional help was when 

Hugo threw himself on the floor 

whilst on a walk and ended up 
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taking my legs out so I landed on the road and broke 

my ribs.  After that we decided to enlist the help of a 

dog behaviourist who came out on a walk and 

witnessed his behaviour.   

She told us about the building blocks theory and that 

every little thing that Hugo came across on the walk 

that excited him (even a plastic bag blowing in the 

wind!) would be a little building block so by the time 

we had gone halfway on the walk his building blocks 

were about to topple over and that's when he would 

lose control and have his tantrum.  She taught us how 

to control these building blocks and settle him each 

time he got excited so his building blocks would start 

at the bottom again instead of building up to a 

crescendo. 

It wasn't an overnight fix but it was certainly 

something we were willing to try and after a few more 

weeks everything started to fall into place and Hugo 

started enjoying his walks and understood what the 

safety commands were.  It was a long while after 

before we started trusting him off the lead but he 

now has periods of time off the lead where there are 

no roads, cows, cow pat, or anything else that his 

nose could follow.... 

The only other thing we needed to sort was the fact 

that he thought every minute of the day was playtime 

so was constantly wanting attention and when he 

didn't get it he would grab the first thing he could get 

hold of and run like the clappers, mostly under the 

table where we couldn't reach him.  This is when I 

knew we had to teach a couple of new commands 

which were 'drop and leave' after very little effort 

these commands worked brilliantly. 

As soon as he knew who the boss was, he started 

getting more and more affectionate and stopped 

trying to dominate in the house.  He would climb as 

high as he could to be above us on the sofa even lying 

on the back of the sofa to gain height but we nipped 

that in the bud and showed him where his place was 

in the house and that he wasn't the master.  He is 

treated like one of the family we don't see him as a 

pet he is just one of us in fact sometimes we think 

he's part hooman. 

The bond he has with us now is just amazing, we are 

so proud of how we have turned him round from 

being out of control to the most loving and loyal 

Boxer and an absolute joy to be around, he is a very 

much loved member of our family and even has his 

own Instagram page now and is also quite famous on 

Facebook, he received more wishes on his Birthday 

than I did!!  He still sometimes runs off with a sock 

under the table when he is being mischievous but I 

must admit I do find it funny when he's being a little 

mischievous after all he is a Boxer. 

We are very fortunate where we live as we have 

fields, canals, rivers, lots of walking routes and a pub 

across the road.  This is one destination Hugo often 

pulls me into when we return from our walk.  I don't 

think Tina believed me when I first texted here to say 

Hugo has dragged me into the pub but when she 

accompanied us on our next walk, she saw for herself 

he headed straight for the pub garden and wanted to 

while away the afternoon there, who could say no to 

that?   
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He absolutely loves sitting on one of the outside 

chairs and people watching, just sits watching people 

coming and going and he very often gets a treat from 

the bar staff when they see him sat there. 

I must say Hugo does have some escapades whilst 

out and about and I'm sure if he was able, he'd be 

able to write about them in the 'Tails of Hugo Smith'.  

Quite often we come across a herd of cows blocking 

the path or flood water from the river 

bursting it banks, this makes for a very 

entertaining walk for Hugo and he takes it 

all in stride.  He even thinks it's funny when 

I curse for being stung with nettles when 

we have to find another route to avoid the 

cows or the flood water.  (see pic of him 

laughing at me) 

I am a very keen photographer so I try and 

take as many pictures as a I can when I'm out 

and about on my walks and Hugo knows the 

command 'camera wait' he also knows when 

the camera is pointed in his direction and 

depending on what mood he is in I either get 

the handsome posing look or the 'look what an 

idiot I can be' look. 

As we now both work from home Hugo has 

decided to integrate himself into our Teams 

meetings and we often pull up a chair so Hugo 

can take part in the meetings.  They love seeing 

him and often ask where he is if he he's too tired 

to make an appearance.  If he's not on Teams that 

day it means he's been using my swivel cuddle 

chair as a trampoline to get the cushions to the 

right squidgyness for him to settle into for the day.  

This seems to be his favourite activity at the 

moment. 

He has a great routine now and knows when it's 

playtime, walk time, feeding time and bedtime.  He 

knows at 10pm when I say come on bedtime he 

goes out for a wee and waits in his bed for his 

bedtime biscuits.   

Hugo has just celebrated his 3rd (or 21st) 

birthday whichever way you look at it, he blew 

out his candles on his 3 doggie cupcakes (see 

pic).  He loves unwrapping presents and was 

still surprised when he opened the presents, 

he'd chosen himself from the pet shop (see 

pic).  Unfortunately he doesn't know the 

difference between his presents and anyone else's so 

leaving them out on Christmas Eve last year was 

certainly not a good idea.... 

I'm so pleased that we saw Hugo that day on the 

Facebook page as we can't imagine life without him 

now.  It's been a lot of hard work to get him to where 

is now but every minute has been worth it as he is 

just the most adorable companion and the hugs and 

kisses, we get when he sees us are just heartwarming.  

It just goes to show never judge a Boxer by its cover 

as there are some wonderful chapters, characters 

and adventures hidden within. 
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George

When we were driving up to meet 

George and the team, we were 

really excited as we both knew 

in our hearts, he would be 

coming home with us; we 

were going to have a new 

addition to our family. 

Our loving son, George. 

When we first met him, 

I burst into tears with 

the thought of being a 

mummy again; we fell 

in love instantly. The 

journey home was 

wonderful, I was telling 

him all about us and 

our family, sharing 

stories with him about 

the previous boxer 

babies. It was an 

emotional journey home, 

but certainly in a good way. 

George settled in so well and 

he knew how much he was loved 

already; he’s a beautiful gentle giant 

who loves kisses and cuddles, as we do too. 

He is the most important boy to us. 

George obviously wants for nothing, he is totally 

spoilt, just as he should be; taking pride of position in 

our bed at night LOL! We wouldn’t have it any other 

way. 

He adores toys, especially the squeaky ones and 

really loves a good game of tug-o-war; he also loves 

nice long walks as a family and to be 

running free. He loves his freedom and 

his recall is amazing so no worries 

there. 

George is never left alone, there is 

always someone with him; as 

with our previous boxers. 

George is such a happy boy 

whose tail never stops 

wagging; he gives us so much 

dog love; he is our little 

world. 

His Grandad (my Dad), has a 

really special bond, he’s so 

excited when he comes to 

visit. It’s beautiful to watch 

and Grandad spoils him rotten, 

the same with my sister, Dawn. 

Me and Brian couldn’t be prouder 

and more honoured to be George’s 

mummy and daddy; he’s made our 

family complete. 

We love him so much. 

We want to thank you guys for trusting us both with 

this perfect boy; we will be forever grateful. 

Donna & Brian…xxx
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Molly & Ruby

It has now been one year since we 

adopted Molly & Ruby on 24th of October 2022.  

We had adopted a boxer named Lottie from another 

rescue centre some years ago when she was three, 

but at the age of eleven she sadly passed away in 

June 2022.  

I don't think there was ever a doubt we were going to 

get another dog. The only rule we had is that it would 

have to be a rescue and preferably a boxer. We were 

unable to look for a new dog until after we had 

returned from visiting our son in Australia. I think it 

was around September we applied to NAYBR to adopt 

a boxer.  

Having completed the forms we were looking for a 

fairly young dog. We would like another female, but 

male was okay, as our first rescue before Lottie was 

George a male boxer. After waiting a short time 

hoping to be contacted about adoption, I saw a photo 

of Molly aged 7 & Ruby aged 3 needing a home 

together on the NAYBR website and thought we 

would enquire about them.  

Having managed to speak to a very nice lady, whose 

name was Gail, she pointed out we were not 

contacted about Molly & Ruby because we were only 

looking for one dog. I explained to Gail I would be 

Interested to meet Molly & Ruby. Gail was very 

sympathetic and agreed to change our preference for 

adoption. A short time later I got a phone call from a 

lady named Chris who was fostering Molly & Ruby, 

asking if we would like to meet the dogs.  

We arranged to travel up from our home in 

Halesowen the very next day. We arrived at Chris's 

house at the agreed time and were invited in where I 

immediately saw Molly & Ruby waiting. I think it's fair 

to say I knew straight away they were the dogs I 

wanted. Molly & Ruby were the most loving dogs 

towards us even though we were strangers to them.   
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We chatted with Chris a little to find out what was 

known about Molly & Ruby. Chris asked if were 

interested in adoption should we be suitable 

after the usual checks were complete. Of course 

we said we were interested and we left for home 

hoping we had made a suitable impression for 

the adoption.  

We got accepted to adopt Molly & Ruby and felt 

lucky and privileged to bring them home on that 

October day. Molly & Ruby seemed to settle in to 

their new home straight away, I thought this a 

little unusual as our previous boxers had taken a 

little time to settle. Once again, I thought we 

were so lucky to get Molly & Ruby.  

Going to the park every morning soon became a 

favourite time of the day for the girls and soon they 

were both off the lead and playing with other dogs in 

the park. It wasn't very long before they knew what 

time we go to the park and would be ready to go no 

matter what the weather. As time went on, I still could 

not believe how easy Molly & Ruby fitted in with us. 

When we got to summer of 2023, we thought it would 

be good to take the girls away for a short break as we 

remembered how much our other boxers liked the 

beach. We took them up to Anglesey in June and they 

seemed excited when going to the beach enjoying 

running around and playing ball. As usual they 

behaved well but the weather started to get very hot, 

I thought the weather was the reason Molly was off 

her food a little but she would eat from my hand so 

managed to feed her by hand at least she was eating. 

Ruby was her usual self and it was only a short break 

so there were no problems I could see.  

When we drove home Molly & Ruby were quite 

restless on the way back but when we pulled up on to 

the drive, they both became very excited lots of 

wagging tails they must have recognised where they 

were and run straight into the house. They both went 

into the garden to have a look around and make sure 

everything was as they left it. They came back in the 

house and again were very excitable and extra loving. 

The weather was still hot when we got back and it 

was time for the girls’ dinner so feeding them, we 

were surprised to see Molly get straight in and eat 

everything. Somehow both dogs were different after 

arriving home. It was a few days later I realised how 

happy they were and I could see now they were really 

our dogs. Molly must have been nervous thinking we 

were taking her away from her new home. Thinking 

back Ruby fitted the profile of the dog we were 

looking for but to get Molly as well was an absolute 

bonus. Thank you NAYBR. 

Christopher…x 



  

  35 

The Last Word

Hello everyone. I’m Maxx and I'd like to tell you a little bit 

about my story. 

Before I came into rescue, I lived with my family who had 

had me since I was a puppy. They loved me loads and I 

loved them too but sadly they became poorly and they 

realised that they couldn't give me all of the exercise that 

they knew I needed. So they handed me over to NAYBR 

who promised to find me a new home. 

The lovely people at NAYBR looked after me for a little 

while so that they could work out what sort of home I 

needed. They took me on walks, let me play with other 

dogs and meet new people. That was fun! 

One morning in April I was taken to meet some new 

hoomans. I was so excited to see these new people that I 

jumped up to greet them and gave them lots of boxer 

kisses. After a few minutes we went to a park so that I 

could try out these people to see if they were right for me. 

We had a lovely walk and I was able to show them how I 

behave on a lead. I heard them talking to Chris, the NAYBR 

lady, who was telling them that I pull hard and that I’m very 

strong. She was giving them little tips on what to 

do. They thought I wasn’t listening, but I was. 

We met a couple of other dogs on our walk so I 

showed everyone that I was a good boy and just 

went over to say hello nicely, which seemed to 

make these new hoomans quite happy. And I 

had a nice drink from the stream in the park. 

The hoomans didn’t seem to want one though. It 

was so nice to be out and I really enjoyed my 

walk. But after an hour or so, it was all over and 

we went back to the car. Chris and the hoomans 

stood chatting for a while and they said that 

they would see me again next week. 

The following week those same two hoomans 

turned up and this time I was taken to their car. 

They told me that it was time to go and see my 

new home. Chris and some of the other NAYBR 

people came to see me as I set off for my new 

home; they made lots of fuss and I was quite 

excited to know what was to come. I had to get 

into a different car which was exciting. 
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After a short drive we arrived at a house I’d not seen 

before. I spent most of the day inspecting it to make sure 

it was up to standard. On the whole it seemed very nice 

although there was a distinct lack of boxer slobber 

anywhere so I knew that I needed to make that my first 

job. There was a comfy looking bed in one of the rooms 

which I decided that I’d test out a bit later. Outside in the 

garden were some toys - all new and ready to play with - 

and among them was a ball. Balls are my most favourite 

thing in the world. These hoomans looked like they’d got 

things right, so I decided that I’d give them a chance to 

share their house with me and see how things went. 

After a few days in my new home I had a bit of a cough 

and my new family were given advice by Chris and Jo 

from the rescue. They recommended giving me some 

honey to soothe my throat, and to take me to the vet if it 

didn’t get better. We ended up going to see a lovely lady 

vet who gave me some medicine. While I was there, she 

checked me over and said that I was a very healthy boy. 

And she said that I was very well-behaved too so I gave 

her a kiss. I had a little snooze when we came back and I 

felt a lot better afterwards. 

I had a good sleep that night and my new family gave me 

lots of praise in the morning. They said I’d been really 

good because I didn’t wake them up in the night. Well I 

was asleep, wasn’t I?! 

Over the next few days I went out for lots of walks and 

saw new people and met some doggy friends. I was just 

so excited that I pulled quite hard on my lead. What my 

new family didn’t know was that I wanted to run free but I 

heard them talking and saying that they were worried 

about me running off. One day, I was taken to something 

called a secure paddock and when we got there my lead 

was taken off. I was free to zoom around at top speed, so 

I ran and ran and ran! That was so much fun and I think 

my hoomans enjoyed watching me too. Well over the 

next few times that I went, my family called me back 

when I was running round. Sometimes I was too busy 

having a sniff around, reading my p-mails, but I found out 

that if I went back, I got a nice tasty treat. 

One morning we went for my usual walk onto the playing 

field where I meet my doggy friends and I was allowed off 

my lead. Well what a surprise! I had a fantastic time 

chasing around, having play fights and playing with balls. 

Did I tell you that I love balls? I think my hoomans were a 

bit nervous about letting me off to start with but I soon 

showed them that I wouldn’t go far away. I’d always keep 

looking back so that they knew I was still looking after 

them. And now that I know that I’m going to be allowed 

to run free, I don’t pull on the lead so much and that 

makes everyone very happy.
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There is a stream at the bottom of this 

playing field and I like to have a paddle 

when I can because I love water. I usually 

sneak in a quick drink too! 

We went on a long drive one day to the 

beach and I enjoyed having a good run 

along the sands. I took my ball of course - 

I couldn’t go all that way without it. There 

was a huge amount of water near the 

sand and it moved all on its own. Very 

strange. But not as strange as the taste - it 

was yucky. 

I went to a NAYBR Funday in the summer. 

Lots of new doggy friends were there with 

their families and there was so much to 

see. I had a paddle in the nice cool 

paddling pool to keep cool and I had an 

ice cream. Well I had a bit more than one 

actually because Chris and Michelle from 

the rescue couldn’t manage the last bits of 

theirs so I helped them out. 

I think I’m getting these new hoomans 

quite well-trained now. They are starting 

to understand how I like things to be 

done. Most of it is just little things like making sure that my kibble 

is kept separate from the wet food in my bowl. To start with they 

mixed it all up together. But you see, I don’t like it that way. So 

now they serve it the way I like it. 

We go out for lots of walks to all sorts of places like nature trails, 

woods, fields and we sometimes go down by the side of the river. 

I’m good at finding sticks to play with and I especially like big 

ones. I bring quite a few of them home with me so that I can play 

with them later. But I always take my ball, just to be safe. 

Sometimes I let my hoomans share the sofa with me. It has a 

nice soft blanket on it so I make sure that it’s in the right position 

and move the cushions around so that I’m comfortable. Then I 

stretch myself out and give the hoomans a push if they’re in the 

way. It’s funny how they decide to just sit on the floor instead. 

My Dad hooman usually sits on an armchair and if he’s good, I sit 

on his knee to keep him company. He says that I’m a very good 6 

stone lapdog. 

My Mum hooman read that something called probiotic yoghourt 

is good for my tummy so she let me try some one day. It was 

really nice. So she started making it into ice lollies for me and I 

really enjoy those, especially in the warm weather. 

I’ve made loads of hooman friends over the past six months; lots 

of people come over to my family and ask about me. I’ve got a bit 

of a fan club when I go out for a coffee with my Dad hooman 

because we sit at an outside table and people say hello and want 

to stroke me. They always ask if I’m friendly and of course I am. 

And the coffee bar staff know me ever so well now - they always 

bring me a bowl of water and some biscuits on a nice black 

napkin. How posh is that? So I make sure that I don't forget to 

leave a tip - a bit of slobber on the table - before we leave. And I 

never forget to take my ball with me. Did I mention that I love 

balls… 

Luff Maxx xxx 

Footnote from the “hoomans” 

We are so delighted to have been matched with Maxx. He is a 

joy to have around and he never fails to make us proud of him. 

He is so well-behaved and he wins hearts wherever he goes. We 

can’t imagine life without him and he makes us laugh out loud 

every day - a real tonic.  

Thank you so much to all at NAYBR for making this possible and 

for the support you have given to us throughout the process. 

We’ve been well and truly “Maxxed”! 

Richard and Sarah 
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